Iliac graft access to facilitate endovascular repair of a ruptured thoracic aortic aneurysm -- a case report.
Arterial access for endovascular aortic aneurysm repair is usually gained through a common femoral artery approach. In small femoral arteries this can be difficult or even impossible owing to the large size of the introduction sheath of the delivery system. In such cases the iliac arteries or the abdominal aorta can be used for vascular access, although, in heavily calcified arteries,even this can be hazardous. The authors report an 81-year-old woman with a contained rupture of the thoracic aorta in whom a polyester graft was used to facilitate vascular access to the common iliac artery for a safe two-stage endovascular repair of the aneurysm.